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What is BMEcat?
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What is BMEcat?

BMEcat is an XML-based catalog stored on Ariba Network that describes the products and services your organization 

offers and the prices you charge. HeidelbergCement’s users access your catalog through SAP Ariba Procurement to 

purchase your products and services offerings.
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BMEcat specifics

Supported version:

Ariba Procurement Solutions support only BMEcat 1.2

BMEcat 2005 is not supported

Limitations:

Fields <ADDRESS> are ignored

Fields <FEATURE> are ignored, except <FNAME> and <FVALUE> 

For more information please check:

• BMEcat 1.2 and possibility to download the DTD: http://www.bmecat.org

• Catalog Format Reference Guide - available on Ariba Network

chapter: “About BMEcat Catalogs”

http://www.bmecat.org/
http://www.bmecat.org/


© 2022 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ PUBLIC 6

Overview of your product in the user interface



Catalog structure
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BMEcat format overview

BMEcat catalog consists of 

• Header

• Body

Header Body



© 2022 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ PUBLIC 9

Specifics of BMEcat Header

Version of BMEcat and DTD

The first three lines of the catalog must contain the version of BMEcat and DTD

2 valid examples:

HeidelbergCement and Supplier ID in the Header:

• Supplier ANID ends with “-T” in Test

• HeidelbergCement’s ANID does not end with “-T”

in Test

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<!DOCTYPE BMECAT SYSTEM "bmecat_new_catalog_1_2.dtd">

<BMECAT xmlns="http://www.bmecat.org/bmecat/1.2/bmecat_new_catalog" version="1.2">

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<!DOCTYPE BMECAT SYSTEM "bmecat_new_catalog_1_2.dtd">

<BMECAT version="1.2">

<BUYER>

<BUYER_ID type="buyer_specific">AN01389829092</BUYER_ID>

<BUYER_NAME>Buyer Group</BUYER_NAME>

<SUPPLIER>

<SUPPLIER_ID type="buyer_specific">ANxxxxxxxxxxx-T</SUPPLIER_ID>

<SUPPLIER_NAME>ABC</SUPPLIER_NAME>

<BUYER>

<BUYER_ID type="buyer_specific">AN01389829092</BUYER_ID>

<BUYER_NAME>Buyer</BUYER_NAME>

<SUPPLIER>

<SUPPLIER_ID type="buyer_specific">ANxxxxxxxxxxx</SUPPLIER_ID>

<SUPPLIER_NAME>ABC</SUPPLIER_NAME>

In Test

In Production
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Syntax check

The following syntax checks apply to BMEcat files:

• Compliance with the BMEcat 1.2 XML DTD

• Correct data type for all attribute and element values (integer)

• Start date before end date for items with date-specific pricing

Note:

• An error for any of these syntax checks causes the file to fail validation

• If a catalog fails validation, the catalog manager must fix all errors and import the catalog again

• If a catalog file contains unsupported elements, attributes, or values, it does not fail validation. 

• Unsupported elements, attributes, and values are ignored and are not imported as catalog data

• Items that does not have image, but have a thumbnail only are ignored



Catalog upload on Ariba Network
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Ariba Network Access, Catalog Publication

1 Access your Ariba Network Account

Go to: http://supplier.ariba.com

Enter your Username & Password and

click Log In to access your Production

account.

•Your catalog on Ariba Network must first be created in your TEST account.

•You will load your catalog on your production account only after publication

and validation of the catalog in your TEST account.

2 Click on the Catalogs tab on your Home Dashboard

3 Click on the Create Standard button

© 2019 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved. ǀ 12
HeidelbergCement

http://supplier.ariba.com/
http://supplier.ariba.com/
http://supplier.ariba.com/
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Catalog Publication

4

5

Enter the Catalog Name

Click Next

6 Select Private

7 Select HeidelbergCement in your customers’ list

8 Click Next

Note: If HeidelbergCement is not part of the

customer list, it means that the Trading

relationship has not been accepted on Ariba

Network.

Please accept the relationship first. In case of

any questions, kindly contact your SAP Ariba

Supplier Onboarding Specialist.
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Catalog Publication

9

10 Browse for the catalog file on your computer (one-

time upload limit size is 200 MB)

10 Click Validate and Publish 

Choose Catalog File Format: BMECAT
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Catalog status

After the catalog has been uploaded, Ariba Network begins the catalog validation.

You can check your catalogs status by clicking the Refresh button on the catalog dashboard – This will update your catalog 

status.

Published

After Ariba Network completes the upload, if there are no network         

validation errors, the catalog status is changed to Published

Pending Buyer Validation

When the catalog is sent into the HeidelbergCement’s SAP Ariba 

Procurement and the HeidelbergCement-specific validation starts, the 

catalog status will change to Pending Buyer Validation.



© 2022 SAP SE or an SAP affiliate company. All rights reserved.  ǀ PUBLIC 16

Catalog Status Overview
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Catalog validation errors

Errors can occur when:

• validating against the high-

level Ariba Network rules

• validating against 

HeidelbergCement-specific 

validation rules 

Note: Even if a catalog passes the high-level Ariba Network validation rules, you could still receive a notification

informing you that the catalog has failed the HeidelbergCement-specific catalog validation rules.

How to check catalog errors

Click the View/Edit button on the 

dashboard

On tab Errors review the error details

Note: Even if a catalog passes the high-level Ariba Network

validation rules, you could still receive a notification within

24 hours informing you the catalog has failed the

HeidelbergCement-specific catalog validation rules. In

such a case, kindly review the details of the error

message(s) in Ariba Network. In case of any questions,

kindly contact your SAP Ariba Supplier Catalog Specialist.
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Catalog update/correction

When you update or correct your existing catalog, a new

version of this catalog should be uploaded in your Ariba 

Network account.

1 SSeelect your existing catalog

2 SeClick View/Edit

3 SeClick Content

4 SeClick Upload Catalog File

5
Choose file format BMECAT and browse catalog file on 

your computer.

6 Click Validate and Publish 
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